Ahoskie Free Will Baptist Church — 9/6/26
Series: The Book of Romans
Sermon Title: While We Were Still Sinners
Text: Romans 5:6-11

God has decisively proven His love by giving Christ for us while we were helpless sinners and enemies, securing our
justification, reconciliation, and final salvation.

I. God Loved Us When We Were (v.6)

The gospel does not begin with people who need a little help; it begins with people who cannot

themselves.

Grace did not find something worthy in us and reward it; grace came to the because of what is in God.
You do not make yourself worthy of grace before coming to Christ; your is the reason you need

grace.

Il. God Proved His Love While We Were Still (vv.7-8)
God did not wait for us to become before He loved us.

The cross simultaneously tells us our sin is worse than we wanted to believe and God's is greater than we
dared to hope.
If you measure God's love by your , your confidence will change every time they do.

The cross gives you an objective place to look when your become unreliable.

lll. The Love That Justified Us Will Save Us From (v.9)

We have now been justified by His

Grace is free to the sinner because Christ paid what the sinner could never

The cross does not merely deal with your guilty past; it secures your ultimate

Christian assurance rests not in our ability to hold ourselves together, but in God's saving action in

IV. God Reconciled Us When We Were His (v.10)
The gospelis not the story of good people finding their way back to God; it is the story of God reconciling His
through the death of His Son.

God does not merely cancel the believer's guilt; He brings the former enemy into with Himself.

The Savior who died to reconcile you is to carry His saving work to completion.

The love that found you as an enemy will not you now that Christ has reconciled you to God.

V. Reconciled Sinners Now Rejoice in (v.11)

The greatest gift of the gospel is not merely something God gives us; the greatest giftis Himself.

We do not achieve reconciliation; we it through Jesus Christ.

The gospel does not merely give us peace from God; itgivesuspeace___ God so that we can rejoice in God.

God's love is not a conclusion drawn from circumstances; it is a truth demonstrated at the
If God’s love began with you at your worst, then His love was never built on you being at your .
The love that found you as an enemy at the cross will not you now that Christ has made you His own.
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Daily Devotional Guide (Mon-Fri)

Monday - Helpless, Ungodly, and Loved
Read: Romans 5:6 and Ephesians 2:1-5

Paul begins by describing us as helpless and ungodly. The gospel is not the story of basically good people who
needed a little encouragement; it is the story of people who could not rescue themselves. We could not justify
ourselves, erase our guilt, produce the righteousness God requires, or repair our broken relationship with Him. Yet
Christ died for the ungodly. This means grace did not begin because God discovered something impressive in us. It
began in God's own character and purpose. We do not make ourselves worthy before coming to Christ. We come
because we are unworthy and because Christ is sufficient. Grace does not excuse sin, but it does destroy the illusion
that we must first repair ourselves before God will receive us.

Reflection Questions:

o Where are you still tempted to think you must become more acceptable before you can come honestly to God?
e How does Paul's description of us as helpless challenge your instinct to take credit for your salvation?

o Why does seeing your unworthiness clearly make grace more glorious rather than less comforting?

Pray:
Come to God without pretending you are stronger or better than you are. Thank Him that Christ came for the helpless
and ungodly, and ask for a life of obedience that grows from gratitude for grace.

Tuesday - The Cross Proves His Love
Read: Romans 5:7-8 and 1 John 4:9-10

Paul says God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. The proof of God's love
is therefore not the ease of our circumstances, the strength of our emotions, or the speed with which prayers are
answered. The proof is Christ crucified. This is significant because circumstances change constantly. If we measure
God's love by them, our confidence will rise and fall with every good or painful season. But Calvary does not change.
The cross tells us two truths at once: our sin was serious enough to require the death of the Son of God, and God's
love was great enough that the Son of God willingly died for sinners. When suffering, shame, or spiritual dryness
makes God's love difficult to feel, the cross gives us an objective place to look.

Reflection Questions:

e What circumstances are you most tempted to use as evidence for or against God's love?

e How does the cross correct both a shallow view of sin and a shallow view of God's love?

e When your feelings become unreliable, what would it look like to deliberately return to Christ crucified as the
proof of God's love?

Pray:
Thank God that His love has been demonstrated in history, not left for you to guess from circumstances. Ask Him to
anchor your assurance in the cross when your feelings are weak or confused.
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Wednesday - Justified by His Blood
Read: Romans 5:9 and Hebrews 9:11-14

Paul moves from what God has already done to what God will certainly do. Since believers have now been justified
by Christ's blood, they will be saved through Him from wrath. Justification is free to the sinner, but it was not cheap.
Christ bore the judgment sinners could never remove from themselves. God's love does not cancel His justice; at the
cross, love and justice meet in the saving work of Christ. Paul's 'how much more' reasoning also gives strong
assurance. If God gave His Son and justified us when we were guilty, He will not abandon His saving purpose before
the end. The cross therefore reaches backward to our guilty past and forward to our final salvation.

Reflection Questions:

e Do you tend to think of grace as cheap or effortless? How does Christ's blood correct that idea?

e Whycan God's love and God's wrath both be taken seriously at the cross?

e How does Paul's 'how much more' argument strengthen assurance when you are afraid God may be finished
with you?

Pray:
Thank Christ for bearing the judgment you deserved. Ask God to replace fragile confidence in your own performance
with confidence in the saving work He has already accomplished and promised to complete.

Thursday - Reconciled While We Were Enemies
Read: Romans 5:10 and Colossians 1:19-22

Paul's strongest description comes in verse 10: “we were enemies.” Sin did not merely make us confused or
spiritually disconnected; it placed us in hostility toward God. Yet while we were enemies, God reconciled us through
the death of His Son. Justification describes our legal standing; reconciliation describes the relationship restored.
The God we opposed is the God who made peace possible through Christ. And Paul again argues from the greater to
the lesser: if Christ's death reconciled us as enemies, how much more can we trust the risen Christ to carry His
saving work to completion? The love that found us in hostility is not a fragile love that disappears when believers
become weak, confused, or wounded.

Reflection Questions:

e How does the word 'enemies' deepen your understanding of both sin and grace?

e Why s reconciliation more than simply having your guilt removed?

o Where do you need to remember that the living Christ is able to carry His saving work to completion?

Pray:
Praise God that He did not wait for His enemies to make the first move. Thank Him for reconciliation through Christ
and ask for confidence in the risen Savior when you are weak or afraid.



Ahoskie Free Will Baptist Church — 9/6/26
Friday - The Greatest Gift Is God
Read: Romans 5:11 and Psalm 73:25-26

Paul ends this section by saying that reconciled believers now boast in God through Jesus Christ. The gospel does
not merely rescue us from wrath, give us justification, or promise a better future. Its ultimate gift is God Himself.
Forgiveness is glorious because it removes the barrier between us and God. Justification is glorious because it gives
us a righteous standing before God. Reconciliation is glorious because former enemies are brought into fellowship
with God. This corrects a subtle distortion of Christianity in which God becomes mainly useful for fixing our
circumstances, improving our families, answering our prayers, or removing our problems. We should bring those
needs to Him, but reconciliation offers something deeper: peace with God so that we can rejoice in God.

Reflection Questions:

e |syourjoyin Christianity centered more on what God can do for you or on God Himself?

e Howdo forgiveness, justification, and reconciliation each lead us toward fellowship with God rather than merely
religious benefits?

o Whatwould it look like this week to rejoice in God even if some circumstances remain unchanged?

Pray:
Thank God not only for what He gives, but for giving you Himself through Christ. Ask Him to deepen your joy in His
character, presence, and fellowship beyond the gifts you hope to receive.

FINAL WEEKLY CHARGE

When circumstances, shame, or weakness make you question God's love, look to the cross. Remember that Christ
died for you while you were helpless, ungodly, sinful, and hostile; trust the living Savior who will complete His work;
and rejoice in the God who has reconciled you to Himself.



