Ahoskie Free Will Baptist Church —8/29/26
Series: The Book of Romans
Sermon Title: “Standing in Grace”
Text: Romans 5:1-5

Because we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God, access into grace, hope of glory, and a hope that
suffering cannot destroy.

I. Because We Are Justified, We Have With God (v.1)

Paul does not begin with our feelings; he begins with our

The gospel does not merely give us peaceful feelings about God; it gives guilty sinners with God.
Our peace with God rests not on how peaceful we feel, but on what has accomplished.
Your feelings may tell you how you feel toward God; the gospel tells you where you with God.

Il. Because We Are Justified, We Stand in (v.2)

Through Christ we have obtained into this grace.

Grace is not merely the doorway into the Christian life; itis the beneath the Christian life.
Grace does not make obedience unnecessary; it makes obedience rather than transactional.
The Christian does not repent in order to crawl back into grace; the Christian repents while in grace.
lll. Because We Are Justified, We Rejoice in the Hope of (v.2)

Grace kills boasting in ourselves and creates boasting in
The people who fell short of God’s glory are now promised a future in God’s

Biblical hope is confident expectation rooted in God’s

The best thing about the future is not that circumstances may improve; it is that is coming.

IV. Because We Are Justified, Even Cannot Destroy Our Hope (vv.3-5)

Affliction produces ; endurance produces proven character; proven character produces hope.
Sometimes mature faith looks less like conquering the mountain and more like refusing to climbing.

Theology is profoundly important, but tested theology becomes lived

Every season in which God carries you becomes another reason to Him in the season you have not
reached yet.

Christian hope survives suffering because it rests not in suffering making sense, butin the of God being
certain.

The gospel does not merely promise you a better destination someday; it gives you a new with God
today.

The justified sinner does not stand on his performance, his feelings, or his circumstances - he stands in
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Daily Devotional Guide (Mon-Fri)

Monday - Peace With God
Read: Romans 5:1 and Colossians 1:19-22

Paul begins Romans 5 with an objective reality: because we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through Jesus Christ. He is not primarily describing a calm emotion. Before Christ, our deepest problem was not
feeling distant from God, but sin placing us under His righteous judgment. Justification changes that standing.
Through Christ, hostility has been dealt with, and reconciliation has been accomplished. This means our relationship
with God cannot be measured by the emotional temperature of a particular day. We may feel spiritually warm or
spiritually dry, but the believer’s peace rests on Christ’s finished work rather than fluctuating feelings.

Reflection Questions:

e Do you tend to measure your standing with God by how spiritually close, successful, or emotional you feel?
e How is having peace with God different from simply feeling peaceful?

e What guilt or instability would change if you rested more fully in what Christ has accomplished?

Pray:
Thank God that peace with Him is grounded in Christ rather than your emotional state. Ask Him to help you live today
from the security of reconciliation rather than constantly evaluating whether you have earned His favor.

Tuesday - The Grace in Which We Stand
Read: Romans 5:2 and Hebrews 4:14-16

Paul says that through Christ we have obtained access into “this grace in which we stand.” Grace is therefore not
merely the way we enter the Christian life; it is the ground beneath the entire Christian life. Many believers
understand that they were saved by grace but then quietly begin living as though they must maintain God’s
acceptance through performance. Paul gives a different picture. We stand in grace. That does not make sin
unimportant. When we sin, we repent; when Scripture confronts us, we obey. But repentance is not an attempt to
purchase our way back into God’s favor. We return to God through the same Christ through whom we first came.

Reflection Questions:

o Where are you tempted to live as though grace brought you in, but your performance must now keep you in?
e How does standing in grace change the way you respond to conviction, failure, and repentance?

o What would obedience look like if it flowed from gratitude rather than fear of losing God’s favor?

Pray:
Ask God to expose every place where you are trying to maintain your standing through performance. Thank Him that
Christ has given you access and that grace remains the ground beneath your life.
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Wednesday - The Hope of Glory
Read: Romans 5:2; Romans 3:23; 1 Peter 1:3-5

Romans 3:23 states that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Now, only two chapters later, Paul also
affirms that believers can boast in the hope of sharing in God's glory. Those who initially fell short are now assured of
a future in glory. This is one of the beautiful reversals of the gospel message. Christian hope is not mere wishful
thinking or vague optimism that circumstances will probably improve. It is confident expectation grounded in God's
promises and His saving work. Therefore, a believer can face aging, disappointment, illness, loss, or even death
without losing hope or feeling they have nothing to look forward to. Our ultimate future depends not on the hardships
of this life but on God’s promise to complete His redemptive plan.

Reflection Questions:

e Whenyou think about the future, what circumstances tend to dominate your expectations more than the hope of
glory?

e Whyis biblical hope more secure than optimism that life will become easier?

e How should the promise of future glory reshape the way you face disappointment, aging, loss, or uncertainty
today?

Pray:
Praise God that the gospel does more than forgive your failure; it promises a future with Him. Ask Him to make the
hope of glory more real to you than the fears created by temporary circumstances.

Thursday - When Suffering Produces Something
Read: Romans 5:3-4 and James 1:2-4

Paul does not say Christians enjoy affliction or that suffering is good in itself. He says believers can boast in affliction
because they know God is at work through it. Affliction produces endurance; endurance produces proven character;
proven character produces hope. Often that process is slow and unimpressive. Endurance may simply look like
getting up, praying again, obeying again, and refusing to abandon God. Over time, tested faith becomes proven
character. We discover that God sustained us in places where we once wondered whether we could survive.
Suffering is still painful, butin God’s hands it is not necessarily pointless.

Reflection Questions:

o What present pressure is requiring endurance from you rather than a quick solution?

e How has a past season of difficulty revealed or deepened your trust in God?

o Where might faithfulness today look less like victory and more like simply refusing to stop trusting and obeying?

Pray:
Ask God for endurance in the place where you are tired. Pray that suffering would not harden you or make you
cynical, but that His grace would form proven character and deeper hope in you.
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Friday - A Hope That Will Not Disappoint
Read: Romans 5:5 and Ephesians 3:14-19

Paul says Christian hope will not disappoint us because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who was given to us. Our hope does not survive because suffering always makes sense, because
circumstances always improve, or because we can predict what God will do next. It survives because God’s love is
certain and His Spirit is present with His people. The Holy Spirit is Himself a gift of grace, bringing the reality of God’s
love home to the believer. This prepares us for what Paul will explain next: God’s love is not vague sentiment. It has
been demonstrated decisively in Christ. Even when we cannot interpret the moment, we can remain anchored in the
God whose love and presence do not depend on our ability to understand the moment.

Reflection Questions:

o When suffering does not make sense, what do you usually treat as the evidence of whether God loves you?

e How does the presence of the Holy Spirit strengthen Christian hope without promising an easy life?

e What would it mean for you to rest in the certainty of God’s love even while some of your questions remain
unanswered?

Pray:
Ask the Holy Spirit to deepen your confidence in God’s love. Bring your unanswered questions to God and ask for
hope that rests in who He is rather than in your ability to make sense of every circumstance.

FINAL WEEKLY CHARGE

Do not build your standing with God on your performance, your feelings, or your circumstances. Rest in peace with
God through Christ, stand in grace, look forward to glory, and trust that even suffering cannot destroy the hope God
has given you.



