Series: The Book of Romans
Sermon Title: The Promise Rests on Grace
Text: Romans 4:13-17

God's promise is not received through human achievement, but through faith grounded in grace and secured by the
life-giving power of God.

I. The Promise Was Never Based on the (v.13)
The promise was not a reward for Abraham's -keeping; it was a gift received through faith.
Righteousness is not produced through human ; itis received through faith.

You were never meant to carry God's promise on the back of your

Il. If the Promise Depends on Law, Faith Becomes (vv.14-15)

If inheritance comes through performance, faith is made and the promise nullified.

The law produces because it exposes guilty sinners before God's holy standard.

The law can reveal what righteousness , but it cannot create righteousness in the sinner.
The law does not create the sinful heart; it the sinful heart by making God's command unmistakable.
Legalism makes you on your good days and hopeless on your bad days.

Grace points you away from on both.

lll. The Promise Comes Through Faith So That It May Rest on (v.16)

Faith what grace freely gives.

A promise resting on your performance is fragile; a promise resting on God's is secure.
Your feelings about God's promise may rise and fall; God's does not.

Grace leaves no first-class and second-class Christians at the foot of the

IV. Faith Rests in the God Who Gives to the Dead (v.17)
Biblical faith is only as meaningful as the inwhom it rests.

Faith does not deny what is impossible for us; it trusts what is possible for
We do not call things into existence by the power of our faith; we trust the who alone has that power.
Faith stops measuring God's power by the size of our

The promise is secure because its foundation is not our performance, but God's



Daily Devotional Guide (Mon-Fri)

Monday - The Promise Was Never Wages
Read: Romans 4:13 and Genesis 12:1-3

Paul says God's promise to Abraham did not come through the law, but through the righteousness that comes by
faith. That means the promise was never payment for Abraham's performance. It began with God's initiative and was
received through trust in what God had said. The same gracious pattern governs our relationship with God.
Obedience matters, holiness matters, and sin has real consequences, but none of those truths turns grace into a
transaction. We do not purchase God's faithfulness with ours. When we begin thinking, 'If | do well enough, God will
owe me His favor,' we have quietly changed promise into wages. The gospel frees us to obey God from grace rather
than trying to earn grace.

Reflection Questions:

e Where are you tempted to treat God's favor as something you must earn through your performance?

e How does turning your relationship with God into a transaction produce either pride or anxiety?

e What would change today if you obeyed God from gratitude for grace rather than trying to secure His
acceptance?

Pray:
Thank God that His promise rests on His grace rather than your ability to maintain a perfect record. Ask Him to make
your obedience the fruit of trust, not an attempt to purchase His favor.

Tuesday - What the Law Can and Cannot Do
Read: Romans 4:14-15 and Galatians 3:21-24

Paul says that if inheritance depended on law, faith would be emptied and the promise nullified, because the law
produces wrath. The problem is not that God's law is bad; the problem is that sinners are guilty. The law reveals
God's holy standard and makes transgression unmistakable, but it cannot create the righteousness it requires. Itis
like light entering a dirty room. The light does not create the dirt; it exposes what was already there. This is why rules
can never become our ladder to God. God's commands are good and necessary, but when we use them to establish
our standing before Him, the result is either pride on our good days or despair on our bad days.

Reflection Questions:

o Where are you tempted to use obedience, standards, or spiritual habits as proof that you deserve God's
acceptance?

e How has God's law helped you see your need for grace rather than giving you grounds for self-confidence?

e Do your failures usually drive you toward Christ or into hopeless self-condemnation? Why?

Pray:
Ask God to give you a right view of His law: holy, good, and truthful, but unable to justify. Thank Him that the law
exposes your need and that Christ provides the righteousness you cannot produce.



Wednesday - So That It May Rest on Grace
Read: Romans 4:16 and Ephesians 2:8-10

Romans 4:16 gives the theological heart of the passage: the promise is by faith 'so that it may be according to grace.'
Faith and grace belong together because grace gives and faith receives. Faith is not another achievement that earns
the promise; it is empty-handed dependence on the God who gives. This is also why the promise can be secure. If
our standing rested on our performance, assurance would be as unstable as we are. But the foundation is God's
grace. Good days do not make grace stronger, and bad days do not make grace weaker. This does not make
repentance or obedience unimportant. It simply puts them in the proper place: they are responses to grace, never
the foundation beneath it.

Reflection Questions:

o Where does your sense of security rise and fall with your spiritual performance or emotions?

e Why does faith protect grace from becoming something we can boast about or earn?

e How can you take sin seriously without making your own performance the foundation of your assurance?

Pray:
Ask God to anchor your confidence in His grace rather than your spiritual temperature. Thank Him that faith receives
what grace freely gives and that His promise is stronger than your instability.

Thursday - Grace Creates One Family
Read: Romans 4:16 and Galatians 3:26-29

Paul says the promise is guaranteed to all Abraham's descendants, not only those connected with the law, but all
who share Abraham's faith. Grace therefore destroys spiritual class systems. No one enters God's family because of
ethnicity, religious pedigree, years in church, theological education, social respectability, or a cleaner past. The
mature believer stands by grace, and the new believer stands by grace. The person with an impressive reputation
stands by grace, and the person rebuilding a broken life stands by grace. This does not erase differences in maturity
or responsibility, but it does erase boasting about our standing before God. At the foot of the cross, no Christian is
first-class because every Christian is there by grace.

Reflection Questions:

e Who are you tempted to view as spiritually beneath you because their background, maturity, or struggles differ
from yours?

e How should grace change the way a church receives people with messy histories or little Christian background?

e What gifts or growth can you thank God for without turning them into reasons for superiority?

Pray:
Ask God to remove spiritual pride and make you deeply grateful for grace. Pray that your life and your church would
welcome believers on the same gracious ground where you stand.



Friday - Faith Rests in the God Who Gives Life
Read: Romans 4:17 and Genesis 17:15-21

Abraham's faith was not confidence in faith itself. He believed the living God, the God who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence what does not exist. Paulis describing God's power, not teaching that Christians can create
reality by speaking strongly enough. Biblical faith does not deny impossible circumstances, manipulate God, or
pretend painful realities are easy. It looks honestly at human inability and then refuses to make human inability the
measure of divine ability. That matters when we face situations we cannot fix, a relationship we cannot control, a
past we cannot undo, grief we cannot reverse, temptation stronger than our willpower, or a future we cannot predict.
Faith does not say, 'l am strong enough.' It says, 'God is faithful enough.'

Reflection Questions:

e What situation are you currently measuring mainly by the limits of your own resources or ability?

e How s biblical faith different from positive thinking, denial, or trying to 'speak' an outcome into existence?

e What would it look like to acknowledge your inability honestly while still trusting the character and power of
God?

Pray:
Bring the situations you cannot control before God. Ask Him to keep you from false confidence in yourself and from
despair over your limitations. Pray for faith that rests in who He is.

FINAL WEEKLY CHARGE
Stop carrying God's promise on the back of your performance. Receive by faith what grace gives, obey from gratitude
rather than fear, and rest your confidence in the God whose power is greater than your limitations.



